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will ſing of Mercy and Judgement-----;- 
Oo when ©< Wrbr + hots come unio 7 met _ 


HE beſt, and moft peſt mode! of Goyernment 
ver obtain'd in the Worl the Jews enjoy'd un- 
der their Judges :. Ir'b Ing indeed a Pure Theos 
cracy ; GOD' himſelf was. their polirical Head 
[# King, and (as it were) their Supreme Magiſtrare, bork, 
cred anidprophane Hiſtory, bear witneſs ro this: In High 
re E@dp 4 all the Prerogatives Royal, all the Rights of NP 
hy ; Hegave them cher Laws immediarly from Heaven, 
Awent forth. efvre their Armſes, fought their Barrels,: ppoinm, 
Pre cheijr Kifers, Depurics unfet him, and'exaQted from rhent 
FTribure,” * riefly after a rittrarive- of his glortous Appearan- 
,ces,and mighry works for them,and of rheir deep Qbligarions 
* ro iithy he offers,and they accept of him ro be rhe King. And 
Wo murdal Covenant they bind rhemſelvesone to. arher. 
.. Aa -ſfupid Feopie, ignor " of rhejr"rtule intet ﬀ; and 
incl, (hilt 6H the yoke of God, and ex- 
© Samuel to give them a King; And 
"diverted trom their Rebellion and 
likely) a defign ar once ro change cheix 
Thad dikir as CE to throw off their Religion and'their 
ance together; However, iti abget they have their de- 
get a King who lived'witked and died miſerable.To 
Rim ba our Plalmiſtſpcceed, according to a promiſe the | - 
| Eortt'ha given hini';, And berwixtthe promiſe and its 4c-' 7 |} 
| comipliſhment; (as ſome chink) or immediatly after the ar- {0 
begs mpliſhmetir. + 3 others ) he compoſes this Pſalm, where 
\ + thes uttder fblemn Engagemerits. and Vows,not to abuſe | 


3 his Power'as | ad. done ;z\ but” to em loy and m na ce ir | 
}for'69D. he Nc. Poo ij Wu \ 
Che. Pfajmvis. nd; continyed' chain af DaviesReſoluriors.to | 

| Goverts & the Lord. ; And in our. Texr, he projniſes ro have 0 \ 


fe articularreg at ro Righ yeſs and Mercy, the t&'0, great oY 
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liges himſelf co this ſo necetlary a Work. The melanchoh) | 
ſc2ne,& y great variety ot Mileries People groan under,ſhoul{?t 
invite che Rulers pity, Draw our his Bowels, and open hiſ®' 
eyes his heart and hand to their Rellict : This 1s his propeP. 
Province ; This is the Original Deſign of Governmenr. Merv 
cy is not (as the Diiciples of Zeno rhought)) a weakneſs of 1 
Soul, a littlenels and meanneſs of Spirit, and a down-right Y 
Vice : No, our Pſalmift puts a juſt value on it, and Vows it © 
ſhall have a fixed reſidence, and conſtant Lodging 1n hi 
Royal and Religious Breaſt. GE 

Bur leaſt this Compaſſion 


A 


by carrying us too far, degenerar, and bound intoa Vice, 
in great wiſdom and diſcretion, Refolves to temper 1t with 7” 
mixcure of Juſtice, by diſcountenancing, puniſhing, and' be. © 
ing terrible to Evil-doers. Ile fing of Judgement = © 
Magiſtrars at all rimes (eſpecially now when Wickedneſs 
rakes ſtrengrh from Forbearance and Indemnity, enboldenz * 
Offenders» and the Government is in danger of ſinking under-\ 
its own Mildne(s) ſhould be Sons of Thunder,and imitat him! 
whoſe Miniſters they are, who both gave his Laws, and Exc- 
cutes them in all circumſtances of Terrour : Some differencg; 
is ro be made bertwixt Moſes Rod and Aaron's; This ( ro ſpes 
ſo) is filently fruicful, withour all noiſe and obſervarion,ſen 
forth its Buds, BloJoms and rruit: Bur that turns unto! 
Serpent, Hiſſes, and ſtings unto Death. No ſooner did Com 
ftantin {once an Inhabirant of this Ifland)) mount the Imperi# 
al Throne, then he ſung of Mercy to the Haraſs'd and perſe-" 
cured Chriſtians, and of Juſtice ro the Pagan Idolaters, to 
1 them he ſpeaks in Lightning and Thunder, and 1s ſo ſevere 
$ and rerrivle unto them, that irs Prophecy. Rev. 6. 15 eaſily 
| + Miſtaken for a deſcription of the laſt Judgement. - 
c.. ; David, to demonſtrart the natural Delight, himſelf, and all. 
'q - Rulers ſhould have in a well cemper*d Government, fings big | 
. , Obligations and engagements toit, with a Joyfull emotion ot - 
j > 4 Spirit, Voweth, when God ſhal come ro him (as the words ; 
IF may be read ) i.e. ( as Interpreters ſay ) when he ſhall be 
King, to ſway, and weild his Scepter for the glory of God, | 
and the good of his People, And whereas he promiſes,Thentq | 
*execur Juſtice & Mercy,it is nor to be underſtood as if he had | 
: neglected the ſame in his privar ſtation ; Bur that when in; 
? Power he will be 1na more publick & better capacity-to = Its. 


—_— 


= k - « 03» I 
a o oo ak MC 


_—_— — 


(s ) 


M1 There is one textual difficulty to be removed,e're 7 go far- 
[ther : Why doth his coming to the Throne go under y phraſe 
1j/of God's coming to him ? * we muft remember, he had God's 
promiſe of F Kingdom and in Scriprure,God 15 ſaid ro. come 
-unro Men, when he accompliſherh his promiſe, &beſtows any 
of fingular bleſſing on them. Bur more particularlyto perſons ins 
ht efled with civil power,God's word of commiſſion.comes Pf; 
' 4. 82.61 have ſaid,ve areGods, buty Lore doth really make ſome 
1; Men Gods, he ſpeaks ro them, & w this crearing word,confers 
upon them Power: TheSerpent flattered us w a Promiſe 5 we 
4ſhould be Gods The word of God mentioned Foh. 10.34 accor- 
Tding to y beſtInterprerers, is the divine warrand & commiſſi- 
14on to be Magiſtrars; For the office and power is from GOD 
{though handed down and conveyed by men, and upon that 
\ Fſcore called by the Apoſtle Perer an humane Ordinance. Far- 
ce. Ther as ſoon as Men are cloathed with Authority, God comes 
",tothem and gives them another Heart anda farge meaſure of 
-&; neceſſary and ſurable gifrs, by a plentitu] effuſion of his. Spi- 
ng Tit, breaths Into them nobie Diſpoſirtons 3 which, rogether 
ex- wich a Call from Men, are Heaven's credential Letters, thar 
m.Prepare their Reception, and command obedience and ſub- 
e.miftion from the people. And in fine by phrafing ic thus, the 
» Pſalmiſt, condemns al unjuſt pratifing to ger into power, 
or chough having been anoinced by the Lords expreſs Com- 
nand,he had an undoubred Tirle ro the Succeſſion, he has 
jor the Ambition to ſhiffle his Anointed Head under the 
rown, till God by the voice of ſuch as had right co pive ir, 
Seomes and purs it on, which he knows, will make it to fir 
=. the ſurer, and ſhine the brighter, co 
ro The propoſition thar lyes before us, and 15 the ſcope of the 
is words, is, Perſons in Authority sbould manage their Goverment 
- With an equal tnixture of Mercy and Fuſtice. A Government well 
© remper*'d wich them two, ſhould be the Magiſtrates delighr 
ll Job 29 from 14 tors, I pur 2" Righteouſneſs, and it cloathed me : 
-e ny Fudgement was a Rob and a Diadem [was eyes to the Blind, 
of 4nd feet was Ito the Lame, 1 was a Father to the poor : and the 
Is <auſe which 1 knew not. I ſearched out. And F brake the Faws of the 
be | picked, and pluckt the ſpoil out of his teeth. It appears from the 
4. Hiſtory, Job was noc only a Good Man, and 4 Good Citizen, 
. 2 {bur a good Magiftrar, and he anſwers this CharaRer, by his 
4 {lincere Love to Juſtice and Mercy, like a Good Ruler, he 
3 makes the Imparcial Adminiſtration of Juſtice his chief Buſi- 
% nels and delight, his Ornament and Glory, *ris better in his 
9 KD A 3 gs account, 


2 oY * HY AT WT mp tn np x wy 
. * 
x 


» 
- ww Fg . 
w- _- 


To > 


account, than a Diadem and Robes, and indeed, one fingle ' 


AQ of Juſtice, 1s of tar greater value than thoſe z which 
without } itz are meer pageantry : A good Ruler put: on Righ- ; 
zeouineſs in the Morning,wears it ail rhe day, &on che bench 
wraps it ſo cloſe!y abour him, char no Tempration can blow 
ir aſide. From the forcited place, *cis evident,that Job has no' 
leſs regard to the Exerciſe of Mercy, I was eyes to the blind &c. 


Micah 6s. God reckons the Exerciſe of J uſtice and Mercy, the 


whole of our obedience, and prefers it before Ten chouſand 


Men, There, make the Exerciſe of Mercy and Juſtice equally: ; 
neceſſary, For he ts the Miniſter af God to thee for good : But if” ;; 
thou d» that which is evil, be afraid, for he beareth not the Sword-. 
in wain : For he is the Minifler of GOD, a Revenger to execute 
wrath upon him that doth evil. Fe 
I ſhall tollow forch this Head, Firft by taking a ſeparate 
view of Mercy and Juſtice, the two eferriat parts of a well' 
manag'd Goverment. 2.Confider them in ConjunRion, as 
giving mutual help and ſupport one to another, 3. Demons 
ftrar, that in all publick Adminiſtrations, Magiftrats ſhould 
have a particular regard to rchem. 4.Bring home all ro praQice. 
 Asrothe firſt, I ſhall begin wich Mercy, not only becauſe 
our Pſalmiſt does ſo, bur becauſe this ſweer and gentle me- 
thod, all Magiſtrates ſhould obſerve : Drawing the Sword 18. 
the laſt remedy, and never to be vſed, fave in Extremity," 
when all other ways prove unffeRual, and nothing elfe can. 
ſerve the turn. God himſelf Reckons Juſtice his Strange Work, 
a forreſpn part of his Providence, and which he never works 
till conſtrained, and ev*n then with ſome averfion : Mercy is 


Rivers of Ovl,and Rom. 13.4. the two very different ſerrs of | 


| 


God's Darling and triamphanr Arrribure, the immedliar off- 


Fpring of his nacure, bur for this divine zetion, rhe World 
long fince had fallen about our ears; Mercy challengerh the 
prefent ſcene as jrs own; And the' concluſion of rime is al 
moſt All rhar 1s reſerved for Juſtice? 

The Mercy of Rulers cughr to he a copy of that wondrous 
Compaſſion God ſhewed to a deſtroyed World, and as far as 
Poſſible, anexaR Tranſcripr of that Grand exemplar, and con- 
fiſterh. 1. 1n,cheir proteRing and detending the Innocent 
trom all unjuſt violence and oppreffion. They are by ſacred 
Writters ſtiled Gozy, and by both ſacred and prophane Fa- 
thers, for the great Su Wag chey ſhould Exerciſe towards 
their people thar are their Children and creatures ; A Cryel 
F arher, ls an UVanataral, and a Cruel God 15 a Monſtrous thing. 
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appointed to be. Cities of Refuge, where the 
- opprefled may take SanQuary, and therefore ſhoul 


Magiftrars are 


their Adverſaries. The Unjuft Judge 1n the Goſpel, 1s ngr 
branded with any wrongful Sentence, or A of Unyjuſtice, bur 
with want of a Merciful Diſpoſition, he had not Bowels e- 
nough towards the 1njured widow, who makes many a yain 
Journey to his Lodpings. 6s Þ 
This mercy, in the ſecond place, 1s much concerned in 
regularing the Execution of the Laws on Offenders; Magi- 
ſtrates may nor goto the urmoſt rigour againit them, ſome 


conſideration would be had of che diſadvyanrageous circum» 


ances mankind labours under : Humane Frailties and Infir- 
miries, Surpriſes and 1gnorance, plead ſtrong for ſome abare- 
ment and moderation; elſe the beſt and wiſeſt Law-givers 
can't ſo frame their Laws, as that a ftri and rigourous Execu: 


tion of them, ſhall nor be an unſupporrable ſeverity : for the. 


higheft a& of Juſtice, is a kind of uvjuſticez and it were hard 


ro urge the letter ot.the Law too farre, . when neither the. 


intention of the Law-giver, nor common Equity (the ſtand- 


ard of all Laws) are violated : and where the cauſe is doubr- 


full rhey ſhould incline to mercy as the ſafer fide; for better 


ſpare ren Guilry, then deſtroy one Innocent : of the injury 


done the latter, no reparation can be madegthe fault cannor 
be mended; bur though the other may for ſome rime flie from 
the hand of juſtice, Vengeance will nor ſvffer them always ro 
eſcape. *T1s ſome what ſtrange whar is ſtoried of a ſenrence 
of the Areopagi, the great court of Arhens, before whom a Lady 
was arraign'd, and accuſed. for killing her Huſband and Son, 


2ecauſe they had kill'd a Son of hers by another Huſband : the 


Judges ordered her-and her Accuſer to appear before them, 
ſome hundred of years after, declaring thereby, they would 


not adſolve, and could not condemn her, bur leave the deter- 
minaricn of rhe cauſe to the gods. 


I come now to the Second, the exerciſe of juſtice, the Ma- 
piſtrars weareth nor God's Sword in vain, but ro manage and 
and weild ic'as God himfelt Would, were he on the Farth. 


A Godly Ruler propoſeth to himſelf the beſt and moſt ex- 


cellent Laws, by which he is ro Govern, and takes up a fixt 
reſolution, never to ſwerve from, n'ox do any thing that's con» 
rrary Or. difagreeable rothem; Yea. inthe ſmalleſt circum- 
ſtances, and on all occaſions to exerciſe Juſtice, withour be- 
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re ſhould be all Ze 
to {py our rhe peoples Burdens, all Ear to hear their Com- 
plainrs, and all Hands to relieve them; and avenge them of 
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. pg diverted from the , by AER of promiſeg 
- cr threats, or nearneſs of Relation; Juſtice is blind, and haz}- 
no regard to theſe forreigne conſiderations, but only to the: . 
merir of the cauſe. . , BS 
Rulers are under the greateſt obligations to this, whither. 
. we confider their relation ro God, or rorhe Law, or to the; 
People : As to the firſt, They are the Minifters of a righreouz 
God who loveth, and delighreth in Righreouſnels : to do 
Judgement, is more tohim, than all Sacrifices and whole 
Burnr-- Offerings : Theſe without That are unproficable, unac. 
ceptralle and an abomination, Iſa 1. I, 12, 13+ I7. Theſe Sos] 
lemn and Auguſt Ordinances,tho' commanded and rewarded 
by the Lord, yet when divorced and ſeparated from Juſtice, 


are bur bright Sins in his account: fe puts upon them a 


Slight, as Solemn as their Inſtirution, Who required thoſe things ||. 


at your hands ? The praQice of Rulers ſhould have a confor« || 
mity to the eternal Law of Righteouſneſs : For the Power,the | 
Bench, the Judgement, are the Lord's, and muſt nor be made. 
Tools and Weapons of Unrighteouſneſs, this were to profane 
the moſt ſacred Things, ; Eh 

They are likewiſe appointed to be the Guardians of the , 
Laws,trufted with the keeping and execution of rhem: They | 
ſhould be a living Law: The beſt Laws without Execution | 


are a dead Letter, they want edge: The Law muſt take ſpe- 


| z 


cial hold of Perſons guilty of groſs 1mmoralities and Diſor- 


ders, unſupportaMe to any Government, ſuch Diſturbers of 
humane Society, have need to be mortified; For they are a 
Scandal ro Chriſtianity, a Reproach of Mankind, and draw 
down Judgements on themſelves and others: Compaſſion 
ro the Innocent makes the Puniſhment of others ſometimes 
neceſſary; and the Perverſeneſs of ſome Men accents the Song | 
of Judgement againſt them. Sy 
Laſtly, Their relation to the People ( who have lodged in 


them all exerciſe of Power) isa ſtrong Bond ; They have tru- | 


ſted thefn with all their moſt precious Thinys, their Eſtates, | 
their Liberties, their Lives, and, which is ro them deareſt | 


of all, rh&ir Religion: Now, to betray under Truft, thoſe un- |! 


valuable Priviledges, were an unpardonable Treachery. R 


{ 
1 


.. We come now to the Second Thing propoſed,the confide« ! 
. ration of the Two, in conjunRion, and Firſt, They make the 
Magiſtratthe lively Image of God, who is both Mercifullard 
Juſt, choſe Two Divine Artribures have their different ARings 
on their 'proper Objegs, wichour doing prejudice ne req 
0 OE, : another, 
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Moſes, Mercy is the firſt, and Juſtice the laſt part of his Name. 
Beſides, his two eternal Decrees concerning Man s final ſtare, 


are commonly thought Aas ofchehigheſt Mercy and Juſtice, 


Rom.9.18, And farther his glorious Providences, ſhine brighe 
with a wiſe mixtureot them: In every Diſpenſation, Mercy, 
and Juſtice kiſs each one other. Such an Adminiſtration, is 


alſo an Emblem of the Grear and General Judgemear, which 


God has defjgn'd for the manifeſtation of his Mercy and Ju- 
ſtice. Secondly, The double Title of Father aud Ruler, of God 
and Judge, the Magiſtrate wears, 15 to be conſidered ; The 


one Deſignation, is as full of Piry, as the other is of Terrour. 


Thirdly, That they area counterpart of, and ficly anſwer the 


two eſlenicial Peeces of SanRification, Love to God, and hatred 


of Evil. Fourthly, By a Governmenc ſo qualified, God doth in 
a manner, make ſtreight that which ſeen'd crooked : Whar 
1s wanting in immeditat Providence, with reſpe@ ro the Evil 
and the Gobd,is here ſupplied : ſo thar rhe Atheiſt has no rea- 
ſon to ralk- ſo much of proſperous Wickedneſs, and oppreſled 
Innocence. 

In the Third place, I come to ſhew, Thar *c1s very neceſſ[a- 
ry and reaſonable, that Perſons in Authority ſhould in all 
their publick Adminiſtrations, mingle Mercy and Juſtice ro- 
gether, and here 1 ſhil confine my ſelf ro one main Topick, 


as moſt proper for the Day,namely, The mighry and univerſal 


Inflaence ſuch a Government has on the publick Happineſs 
and Proſperity of humane Soctery, Prov.14. 34. Right-1ſneſs 

exalteth a Nation: T wo things prove rhis, r. *The Juſtice 
« of the Divine Providence. Indeed as to partt- 

** cular Perſons, the Providences of God are many Dr.7ilit. 
<« times promiſcuouſly adminiſtred in this World; Serm, 

© ſo that no Man can certainly conclude God's 

« Love or Hatred to any perſon, by any thing that befalls him 
& in this Life. But God do's nor deal thus with Nations ; be- 
«cauſe publick Bodies and Communiries of Men, as ſuch,can 

«© only be rewarded and »14ih+{ in chis Warld: For in 
&« the next, all choſe publick- Societies and CombHinarions, 
«© wherein Men are now link'd rogecher, under ſeveral G5- 


. « vernments, ſhal be dillolved. God will nor then reward or 


&« pynifh Nations, as Nactons. And a little after, In the uſyal 
& Courſe of his Providence, he reconpenſerh Religious and 


* Vertuous Nations, with ce.npaoral Bleflings and Profpericy, 
&« For which Reaſon 4uffen tells us, Thar che mighry Succeſs _,; 
«and © 


* 
1 


© .. L 
another, and in.the Proclamation GOD makes of himſelf ro 
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® 2nd !9ny Proſperity of ROLES was 7' Reward piveh 
* theta 57 God for rheir eminent Juſtice -.-------- This the 
Scripture declares to be che ſerled Courſe of God's Provi- 
defice, Thar a Righreous Narion ſhal be Happy, The work of 


neſs and Aſſurance for ever. Thus far the Learned Primare. 

' 2. Their joyntexerciſe dorh in irs own nature conduce-ts 
the yablick intereſt. When Rulers do checker their Admini- 
ſtracions with'Mercy and Juſtice,chis rends to make men live 
roperher in Peace; and like 4 Cement to the Common Wealth; 
anires and holds all faſt rogether, There caanor be a more cer- 
rain preſage of a declining Stare, than diſſolution of manhers, 
rhrough che neglett of Mercy and Juſtice. 


Juſtice, does by vallancing the procedure of Rulers, prevenr 


rhe one hand, an effeminat Pity and undiſcteer Compaſſion 
makes both che Laws and Authority ro be trampled on; ſo, on 
rhe orhier hand, unmix*d wrath turns men deſperate, and we 
can*r rell what men driven to extremitie may do. 

. Burler us yer rake a nzarer view & proſpe& of the matter, 
and we ſhall obſerve how admirably the two are adjuſted rs 
the two grear governing paſſions of man, Hope and fear, that 
are a3 the helme of Socieries ; a well temper'd Govermenr,by 
raking hold of Them, conſtrains men to Good, and reſtrains 
from evil. Some Perſons ace ofa Good and ' Generous diſ- 
poſicion; (uch are a proper province for Metcy to gain ; they 
muſt he drawn with Cords ofa man, and hands of Love; 
Orhers have a more ackward remper, and rempr the Ruler to 

inftrat chem, as Gideon did rhe men of Succirh with Briets 8 
| Thorts, in fine, che grear variery of Peoples conditions and 
manners, and their different circamſances, cali for different 
rrearment to ſo-ne. the Melancholy rune of Juſtice muſt be 
Sung. Others mutt be comforted with the calm and ſtill voice 
of Mercy. FI M ES ay 

' I tome mw in the laſt place, ro make ſome. improvement 
of whit 1s (aid, by bringing it home ro the buſineſs of $ Day. 

And Thep liberty to,ad:ir&fs my felt rochoſe Honourable Per- 

fons. who had che Goverment of the Ciry chis laſt year, and 

are now roſay down the Staff, and commit their power to 

Ochers: I cruſt char ye with reſpe&tto your publick manage- 
ment, have che approvation of Heaven and the Teſtimony of 

yourwn Conſctences, and honour fronimen, and, to uſe 

our 
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Righteonſneſt (hal be Peace, and the effefts of Righteouſneſs, Quiet» 


Bur co come alitrle nearer, an equal mixture of Mercy & 


all rhe evil conſequences of bad Admiaiſtration, For, as on. 
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our Pſalmifts pie e, ſince God came to you,he has beep Cyan 
wich you, and ye have walk'd wich him, and been ruling. 
in the fear of Go, and 9s th: light of the Morning, when the Sun, 
riſeth, as a morning without Clouds, as the tener. Graſs (pringing, 
out of the Earth, by clear ſhining after Ram, ye are under the 
deepeſt Obligations, to preſerve the power in 1ts proper fub-: 


. je&, by handing, ic down to Fairhful men ;.for yeare F Image, 


of God, as yeare men, as Chriſtians, as Magiſtrages, and. as 
Miniſters of Mercy and Juſtice tothe People, look therefore, 
that the Perſons ve Ele& this day, have the Qualifications re- 
quired ina good Ruler, Exo4. 18,21, Moreover thou 1halt pro- 


vide out of all the People, able men, ſuch as fear God, men of Truth, \ 


hating Coverouſneſs, and place ſuch over them to be Rulers, 7c. | 
Let rhis Text ſerve as an Auchenrick DireRory to your preſent. 
Work, for, withour a due obſervance ofit in your Eletion,, 
there will be an urter negleQ of Mercy and Juſtice, Ye:are: 
to chuſe Men of great abiliries of mind,Perſons of good Judg-: 
ment and prudence. Magiſtrates ſhould -be wiſe as an An- 
gel of God, of a diſcerning Spirir, and vaſt comprehenſian z, 
they are likewiſe to be ſuchas fear Got; © Religion in a Magl+. 
ſtrare, (as one well ſayer3) ſtrengthens his Authoriry, be»: 
« cauſe it procures veneration,and gains reputation it, and- 
* jnallthe Aﬀairs of the Worle, ſo much repurarion ts really , 
« ſo much power. The.Magiſtrat muſt have rhe Grearneſs of. 
God, and the deformiry of vice, and the conditton of the, 
People full in his Zye, which he cannot have, If his hearr ve, 
nar poſſeſſed with awtul impreſſions, and a.Hvely ſenſe of Di- 


vine Majeſty, This Holy and Religious fear, ſerves as a powefs 


ful reſtraint on mens Nacures, and ae; wig en invincihle,. 
though aaulred with the great remprarig$ns- that accompany- 
rheir Office. They are alſo ro countenance and encourage.Res 
ligion by their god example, © The lowd. pratice of 2, Ru, 
* ler(as one ſayerh)is very infeRio'15,makes a thouſand. fall ar; 
«© his ſide,and ten chouſand at his righthand.The beſt of, men, 
arein danger to rurna litcle worſe by promotion. and. how. 
much Religion ſoever they carry to the Bench.it willbe fauna 
little enoygh when ir comes there. Ye muſt likewiſe 19ok. 
our for men ;rhax are [overs of truth, Judges ought 'ro make, 
a Critical Search, an exa& and diligent inquiry after. Truth, 
The Cauſe I bnew not, fays Jb, I ſearched out;They ſhould copy, 
after our Lord, who judged nor by the appearance of rhe eye, 
They muſt not be impoſed upon, nor abusd by an artfu} 
repreſentation and cunning diſguiſe of matters, aid guilding 
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of falſhood with a fair ſhew of Truch, And tp compleat the 
CharaRer of men ficto be choſen, rhey muſt be haters of Co- 
wetouſneſs, i. e. Nor only innocent of, bur full of averſion to 
that baſe Vice; tt was the Emperour Hadrian's common pro- 
verb, Iam to inrich the People, not my ſelf and a ſaying of 
Prolmeus, che Riches of my ſubjeRs are my plenty, Its fir thar 
Magiſtrars have a tloariſhing and plenriful fortune,char in dil- 
penfing of juſtice, chey may have a ſingle regard to the pub- 
lick intereſt, and no mercenary reſpe&ro their own. And 
above all, they are to have a perfe& indignation ar that groſs 
perverter of all Juſtice, Bribery, Judges were wont to be 
piftur'd without hands, To ſhur up this exhorration,ſee 
ye manage your Election with all poſſible fincerity, contider 
ye arc 4 Congregation of Gods, and the ſupreme God is a= |: 
mong you, obſerving and recording all your ways, and weigh- {| 
ing your Deſigns, and penetrating into che moſt inward and 
hidden Springs of your Actions ; In the mid'ſb of you, difluſing 
his influences as che Centre of your happineſs. * SRI | 
In the ſecond place, I have a word to you, to whom God |; 
ſhall come this day, Take on David's vows, to ſing of Mercy 
and Judgement; This hath been God's way wich you, ler it p 
be vour way with the people. ** Know, that though you be 
_ « Gods on Earth, ye are Subjeds of Heaven, and accountable 
« ro' Him that is Higher than che Higheſt. Suffer me to gtve 
you a few DireRions. 1, Exerciſe Mercy and Juſtice with ” 
Chriſtian Courage, In the Lords cauſe be bold as a Lyon ; let 
Aficulties only ſerve ro whett your Reſolutions; kindle your 
Zeal, and be a Spur ro your endeavours. Solomons Throne of 
Fudgemenr was ſupported by Lyons, an emblem of Courage. 
The Cowardice of ſorry Peaſants is altogether unworthy of | 
' your Character. He deſerves got to wear God's Sword tnat 
Has not a Heart to draw ir, put an intire confidence in the d1- | 
vine proreAton,” and fear nothing. Know, that Providence | 
E-xerciſerh a peculiar care over Magiſtrates in the practiſe and | 
| 


obedience of their Dury ? He is with you in Fudgement : Yeare 
--fenc'd and rail'd a')our with his Infinit Wiſdom, Almighty 
power, and unchangeable Faithfulneſs; Truſt God for once, 
and be Jealous for him, Breath Life into the laguiſhing 
Laws, by Execuring them on Netorious Offenders : fay to 
the-mighrty, lifrnor up che Horn, riſe up for God againſt e- | 
vil doers. Many Diſorders abound in the Ciry,make it your | 
buſineſs, to dratn char Deluge of Impiety, thar has over-run 
it ; Sin unpuniſh'd, blows up a Government; 'cis therefore 
Ts your 
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your Wiſdom, Intereſt and Duty, by the due Executionof . 


ſuſtice to prevent ir. 2, Ye muft do ir ſpeedily,this ſeems 
co be the DiRart of Nature, Exra 9. 26. Slow pac*d Juſtice, is 
che next degree to Unjuſtice : And unneceflary Delay in giv- 
ing of Judgement 1s a great Grievance. ' 3, Yet ye would 
a&t with great deliberation, which ſerves as a Check upon the 
the former. Haſty and raſh Judgement is a moſt dangerous 
ching. An Omniſcient God will not puniſh a Sodom, though 
their Wickedneſs was notorioufly known, rill he firſt bring 
chem ro a Trial. The Ruler is ro have two Ears to hear both 


Parties, It was an ingenious Check Machetas gave Philrp of 


Macedon, for giving raſh Judgement againſt him, the King 
having ſlumbred all che while rhe Caſe was a pleading 1 Ma- 


chetas, ar thegiving of the Sentence, © with a loud Voice, 


call*d our, I Appeal, at which Philip being ſurprized» de- 
manded, To whom, To your ſelf Sir, - ſaid he, when you 
are well awake. EP - 

I conclude all with ſerious Advice to the Magiſtrates and 
the People, to Read, and Confider-well thar 13 Romang, 
where we have the true Meaſures of the People Submiſſion, 


and the Rulers Power. 
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George His 
Archibald Rule, 
Adam Broun, 


Hugh Blair, Dean of Gild. 


Patrick Thomſon, Theſaurer, 


